When Excellent Miniſters are gone, th 
GOD is earneſtly to be fought. 
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FUNERAL SERMON 
| UPON THE 
| Much Lamented Death 

5 OF THE 


1 


Pious, Learned, and Reverend, 
Mr. Robert Heming, 
Late Miniſter of the Goſpel to the Scor- 

Congregation at Founder's Hall. 


WHEREIN 


There is ſome particular Account of Him, and the 
more general Character of other Eminent Dit- 
ſenting Miniſters who have dy'd of late: -Toge- 
ther with the ſure and only Relief in ſucha Caie. 
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By Jos. OxREIETL D, D. D. 
Your Fathers where are they ? And the Fre pbets, do they 
; live for ever? Zech. I. 5. 75 
De LORD liveth; and bleſſed be ” Rock : And let 
S the God of my Salvation be.exglted, Plal. XVIII. 16. 
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Printed for Andrew Bell, at the Croſi-Aeys and Bible in | 
i Cornhill. 17 16. 
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Mrs. Hannah Fleming, 
The Mournful Reli& of the late : 
Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
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Mad an, & ein Ss 6 
Cannot doubt but you had the Prayers 
of your late Elijah, for the Preſence o 
is God with Tou and Yours. That 
reſence can more than ſupply his Abſence. 
He could not with ſuch Compoſure have left 
4 Companion and Children ſo very dear to A 
im, had he not known he left Jou with his 5 
ather and your Father, his God and your 
God. Jou are fully ſatisfied, that he who 
lately was one Fleſh with Toa, is now complete- | 
ly Bleſſed ; and muſt Tou not think, Tou who 
were, and are one Spirit withhimin the Lord, 
ſpall in awhile be Part aker of his Bleſſedneſs? 
As you are waiting on the Lora, and walking 
towards it, your Strength is ſure to be re- 
newed. God will be with all his Servants, 
as \\ſurely as he ever was with any, and ſo —_ 
fally too, that be will never leave nor for- 
ſake any one of them. He was with your Y 
Elijah, according to his Word in Matthew, 
(Ch. 28. 20.) He will certainly be with Tou 
and Tours, according to his Word in the | 
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Joa are hun ling jour ſelf ander Go 


The Dedication. 


Fifty fourth Chapter of Iſaiah, How ex- 
preſs and awful à Charge hath he given, tha 
the Widom und Fatherlefſs be not injur d #1 
any wiſe (Exod. 22, 223, 24.) How ten- 
der and particular Care has he taken that 
Deut. 24. 19, 20, 21.) How great and 
efſenti cl a Pine f Retig ion hi he mads it 
4 Viſit, 464 to Miniſter do them? (Jam 
27.) And, in a word, has himſelf underta- 
ken to be a Father of the Fathewleſs, and 4 
Judge vf the Widows, (PAL 68. 5.) 
wou d nat fail torelieve a Widow of the Soh 
of the Prophets und her Children, tho by 
irgcle, ( Ki WS 4. 1, Cc.) EY EY 
. Thoſe af your S who hate been peculi ar- 
ly ſerviceable. ta the Church of God, have 
een ſpecialij recommended by the Direction. 
I his, Spirit $0. their Care and Af. ſt auc 
(Rom. 16, 15 23 P hill. 4. And will G 
be unrightecus to forget ſuch Work, und 
Labour of Love to ont of his Ambaſſatiors. 
4 yon haue ſhew'd, who has aſſur d 4 Re» 
ward to 4 Cup of cold Mater giwen to un 
(Heb: 6. 10 Mat. 10. 41 42.) Wine 
s 
mighty Hana, and reſigning to it, end caſte 
ing all Tour Care _ lum, Ton have dt 
High and Hely Gua dwelling with Joa to re. 
vive Togr Heart and Spirit, who mill not 
cantena for ever, leaſt the Spirit ſhould fai! 
befare him, and the & be bas made 
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Bat will give excyraſe of Grace, and crown 


Tour Children are by « long Deſcent Chil- 


dren of the Prophets, and of the Cove- 


nant, which God has made and kept with 
their Fathers, Joa will not fail to plead it 
with God for them, and with them for God. 
There will be Care and Pains in training 
them up, bat in this, as well as other Duties, 


the Way of the Lord will be your Strength, 


the Path of Wiſdom will yield you not 
ly. Pleaſare, bat Peace together with it. 

. The Time is ſhort, little of it can be 
ſpar'd for Weeping, when there is ſo much 
requir'd for Working, May Joa be like 
iſha, Hort in Jour Lament ation, as Tou 
are fare, like him, #0 be hetical. May 
Tus haſten, as he did, to gather up what« 
ever has fallen from Jour Elijah that may 
be of Service, and forthwith purſue the Way 
and Work that lies before Jou, or rather may 
Tou proceed in doing thus, as I know Tow ha 


J 


that attempt to interrupt Jou, with that of 
ar Saviour, Wilt ye not that I muſt 
about my Father's Buſineſs? _ 


whom Jom have loſt, as bearing the beauteous 
Image of his Maker. Toa will earneſtly en- 
deawvorr, that Tow may ſee the dear Souls he 
ha left with You, growing liber him aud his 

1 day to day. And Jua may hope 
winift Tes ale 
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1 Things 


already. Check all mourning Thoaghts 


Joa chiefly low'd the nobler Part of him 


and ſeek the beſt 
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The Dedication! 
Things for them, God will bring em to de- 

re and ſeek em for themſelves. So David | 
fought Wiſdom and Underſtanding for Solo- 
mon, and afterwards we find Solomon allo 
feeks em for himſelf, (x Chron. 22. 12. 
2 Chrom) 

- What their Excellent Father was, is in ſome 
Meaſure. laid before them in the following 
Diſcourſe : Joa will farther ſupply it from 
bis Diary; from his Rules for himſelf, and 
hes other Writings : But Tour own Obſerva- 
tion and Example will ſet him before them in 
the moſt affecting and influencing Manner. 
- Children ſprung from ſuch Anceſtors, and 

ſuch Parents, are ſure to be obſerv'd more 
#arromly thau others; the Eyes of Enemies, 
of Satan aud his Seed, will be upon them to 
wetch for their halting, and whatever may 
be improvꝰd to blacken a Name that has ſbone 
fo long, and ſo bright: The Eyes of their. 

Friends (and bleſſed be God. they are not 4 
fem) areilooking with the moſt deſirous, rai- 
fed Expect ation, to ſee deceaſed Worthies re- 
viue and tive in their Poſterity; thus the 

ruiving' Parent, the Churth of Gad, and 
the World, will have their mighty Lofs in 4 
while made up ag ain: But above all, the Ee 
af their heavenly Father will be upon ſuch 
Children, even when none- beſides can ſee 
them; an Eye which obſerves, not only what 
we do, but what we think; and this, that 
he may bring ever) Work into Judgment, 
with every ſecret Thing: For we muſt all ap- 
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The Dedication. 
de- | pear before the Judgment of Chriſt, that e- 
very one may receive according tothe Things 
10” done in the Body, whether Good or Bad. 


ſo It was the Honour, the Comfort, and un- 
12+ |! ſpeakable Advantage of their exemplary Fa- 
3 ber, and has added not 4 little to his Praiſe 


upon Earth, and Glory in Heaven, that he 
remembred his Creator in the Days of his 
Youth, and even of his Childhood, Tours 
have begun to do ſo inreceiving good Inſtruc- 


purſuing them. They are the Children of ma- 
wy Prayers, and will be ambitious to comfort 
their ſorrowing Mother, and the numerous 
Moarners with her, by giving Occaſion for 
many Praiſes to God, by a Behaviour that ſhall 
alſo draw the Praiſes of Man, and the Smiles 
of God upon them. | 

' When Jou cannot, however, but mourn 
for the Loſs of ſuch a Companion and Helper 
45 you had in Mr. Fleming, think, Madam, 
is a part of your own Removal, that half of 
„ Jou is already now in Heaven, and that he is 
ahee only gone a little before into another Apart- 
ment with Tour Saviour and his; whilſt Jou 
and Tours are dreſſing to go to em in a while, 
and be for ever with them, There God ſhall 
wipe away all Tears from your Eyes ; there no 


ble you. 

Jou now are Father and Mother both in one, 
and Tours will pay You the Honour due to both, 
not andy that they may have 4 long and happy 
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tions, and will (T truſt) proceed as he did in 


more Death, Sorrow, or Pain ſhall ever trou- 
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and will be the greateſt Joy to him who is, 


parting of Elijah 


The Dedication. 
Life os Earth, but Life eternal in ett 


conceive, without Eud, or any the leaſt Iater- 
ruption. In order to this, the Lord God of | 


Tour and their Elijah is ready to fiſt both 
ou and Toars with a large and growing Bor- 
tion of his excellent Spirit. 
Parting Scenes ere, and my be frequent 


in our dying Warld. They will generglly 
forrowful enough at 6/peciall between 


— 


eff. 
the trueſt Friends and x K 
they may not however terminate in Miſery an 
either Side, but in Happineſs to both, as in the 


bliſking the following Diſcourſe, and all 
that can be laid out in reading and impro- 
wing it. 5 l 5 
That it may Anſwer ſo Great and Good an 
Eud to Joa, to Tanrs, to the Mourning Peg- 
ple, and to all who ſhall peruſe it, is the ears 
ſt Deſire, ſball be the fervent Prayer, 


Honoured Madam 


Your ſympathizing Friend, 
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4. That | 


Eliſha, is worth all the | 
ains that could be taken in preparing and | 
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2 KINGS II. middle Clauſe of : 
q —— JW here is the LORD God | 
ve ff Blijbe | 
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H E Church of God amongſt 
us, in a few Years, has loft not | 
a few, whom we may call our om 3² 
Elijahs , who might each be 

pros 7 juſtly follow'd with Eliſha's Cry, My Father, king H. uw; 
y Father; the Chariot of Iſrael and the = 


1d 47 : Horſemen thereof. | of h e | 4 
>20- We might apprehend by Reaſon, with- 1 
cars cout ſpecial Revelation, that in a while | I 
Sa they would probably be taken from us. 4 
J's O that whilſt we had them yet with us, I 
0 #5, B wn lat a 
ve had kept up more cloſely and reſolved- | 
5 ly with them in their heavenly Courſe, e- ver. :-4 
ven to their lateſt Moments; and had not = 
ſuffer'd Shyneſs or Indifference to cut us off ver. z, 4 6 
from a more ſpiritual Intimacy with them! | 
But ſure it highly concern'd us to engage | 1 
their powerful Intereſt with God, that „ 1 
when we could have them no longer, we | B 
might not fail to have a double Portion of ver, 5, 10 | 
"we. 7 IS 4. 1 
ELP; « a | 
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; | them, and improve it; uſing the Meing 


Funeral Sermon on the 
They were Men of diſtinguiſh'd Faith. 

fulneſs, Diligence, and Zeal for God and 

for the Publick Good, They greatly Ho- 

__ roared God, and he has made them to be 
remembred with Honour. Their Bodies 
1 indeed are dropp'd with their Mantles, 
but their Sduls have aſcknded as in Flames 

of Love, and the moſt ardent Deſire, to 

be for ever with the Lord. | | 

We might by Faith behold, and may 

till (contemplate their Aſcenſion 3 nor 

| ſhould we doubt to obtain a much larger 

ver. &, 10, 12, 4. Meaſure of their excellent Spirit, than is 
| generally to be found, if we make it our 
Choice, our Prayer, our Hearts Deſire, 

and continued Purſuit, as Eliſha did: For 

4 X 34.3%, God is no Reſpetter of Perſons, but in "every 
| Nation. he that feareth him, and , worketh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim. 

When El:jahs are taken from us we muſt 

s Rings u. 2. lay it to heart, tho? we do not rend, ur 
Garments, as the Manner was of old. 

Ver. x4, 14˙ We muſt alſo take W P what has fallen fi rom 
and Methods which have happily ſucceed- 

ed in their Hands. Eliſna ſmote the Wa- 

ters with the Mantle, as Elijah had done 
before him, If we have not immediate 
Succels, as tis thought by ſame Eliſhia had 


not, we ſhould not be diſcourag'd, but go 


* 


on with our Endeavours, and enforce the 

ver. 14. with his Cry, Where is the LO RD God 
Elijah? 15 1 4 3 f To j 4103 £ 5 | . oF 

£ It is very obſervable, that he who peti- 

wit tion'd Elijah while living here, asks no- 
— 4 2 
thing of him now when tranſlated hence. 

He knew Elijah was not dead, but fetch'd 

in 
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Ne Mr. Robert Fleming. A 
in State to Heaven, and muſt be a Saint of | 
| the higheſt Order and Intereſt there; yet 
d and | bo ſays not, according to the. Popiſh U- 

- 8 - fage, S. Eli ah help me, or pray for me, 

to be 2 Bee, MR" as, AV 15 2172 24 but, 
odies | Where 4 the LO RD God of E. 150 7 * even 
ntles, = HE himſelf — who was Elijab's, Helper, 
| 5 and has promis d to be mine. Surely. HE 
e, to — gave me to ſee Elijah taken up with 
a Chariot and Horſes of Fire, and gives 2 Kings U. g, 10 fu. 


8 


* 


my me to feel what was, promiſed vpog 6 1 

nor J ſeeing. it. 5 4 
tho The Queſtion of qur Text favours not | " E 
zan 15 of Doubt, but of earneſt Deſire, and en- 


- OUr tire Dependance. 
eſire, When with Vehemence we ask, Where it 
For 2 ſuch 4 ane, having ſenſible Need of him, 
every it news we earneſtly deſire him. 
eo When without ſeeking any other Help, 
nut we cry, Where is ſuch a one, for ſome great 
muf Purpoſes of ours, it ſhews we entirely de- 
aur pend upon him. nt 
: old. his Text, with its Occaſion, and the i 
E om preſent awful Providence, may lead us to 
eang obſerye, Thug 5 


© When eminent Servants of God are taken 
from us, and much of his Work | is left 
upon our "Hands, we ſhould ſeek bis oe 
with lively Faith aud Frraenh,. 


* wo . in che Hebiew Text, 1s ö by ſome taken 
for an emphatical Addition to che Queſtion, 4 by 

peti- | Where s the LO KD God of Elijah, even He him- 

no- felf? By others it is taken for an elliptical Aniwer 

100 to the Queſtion, thus, Vbere i the LORD God of 

is 4 oi Surely He — is the ſame, c. as above. 


Funeral Sermon on the 


of thoſe, who in a more private Station 
have been zealouſly bent upon honouring 
God, and doing all the Good they could to 
| Man, much more when we loſe Magi- 
ſtrates of ſo bright a Character: But the 
preſent Solemnity leads us now to treat 0 
it chiefly with an Eye to Miniſters decea- 
ſed, who were full of Faith, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, = 

Me are plainly told, That what ſover 
Things were written aforetime were written 
or qur Learning, that we through Patience 
and Comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 
We ſhqu'd therefore imitate Eliſha here. 
When the People of Iſrael had loft one 
whom God had ſpirited to be their Judge, 
and neglected to cry to him for help, they 
- Were left to do Evil: But when they cri- 
ed to the Lord, he again rais'd them a Deli- 

Judges HI. e. 12,15, Vvèrer. | 
405 L 4.8, 11, 14, When our Saviour himſelf, who had the 
Holy Spirit given to him not by Meaſure, 
' was gone up to Heaven, his Diſciples were 


Kom. IF» 4 


bid not to ftand gazing after him, but to 
Spirit, the | 
Promiſe of the Father; as they did with 


wait at Jeruſalem for the Holy 
rayer, and to good Purpoſe. 
Upon the Obſervation, and Occafion 
now before us, we are to conſider, 


I. Thoſe who have been removed from 
us. | Os 7 
I The Work left upon our Hands. 
And Laſtly, The Way for our Aſſi- 
ſtance and Relief. 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
even FEY: ES 85 
ation I. As to thoſe removed from us who 
ring |} were full of the Spirit of God. It is ſome- 
1d to what ſurprizing to ſee, how the Account 
Aagi- | which may be fairly given of them, an- 


t the ſwers to that which is given of Elijah in 
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at of our Bible. = ö 
eced- They could ſometimes foreſee approach- | 
fache ing Evils by a Spirit of Wiſdom and Pru- erov. xx. g. 1 


dence, if not of Revelation, and give , was * 4 
ſever |; Warning, that we might either eſcape, or > I 


ritten be prepared for them. 
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Hence They followed God's Word, even when ; 
hope. it led them into Straits; and in this Way Þ 
here. had the Providence of God remarkably, x Rings XVI 4 H 
t one |} tho? not by Miracle, providing for them, 

udge, and thus recommending, as well as encou - xx. - 

they raging, their Labours in the Miniſtry. 


y CI1- 
Deli- 


d the 


They had the Bleſſing of God viſibly at- 
tending ſome of lower Condition, with « K KVH. 1446. 
whom they found Support; fo as that 
their Store did not fail to ſupply them.. 
aſure, [7 ſelves, and aſſiſt their Miniſters. 
were They were enabled to adminiſter Com- 
ut to fort to others in ſore and preſſing Trou- . Kings xv. «7; 
„ the |} bles; and had ſuch tender Compaſſion t- 
with wards the afflicted, that they us' d their 
_ | beſt Endeavours to relieve them. 
cafion | They not only cried unto God for o- 

2 thers, but had remarkable and gracious « xings xvn. 20 
_.. | Anſwers. And tho? they attempted not: Kings xvid. 2. 
from co raiſe the Dead, yet their effectual, fer- jn. F. . l. 
I! vent Prayer, hath often fav'd the Sick, * * 
8. and obtain'd Pardon for the Sinner: Yea, 
Aſſſi- their Prayer and Preaching have through : cor. M. 2. ;. 
| God's Bleſſing quickned many who were 

Lead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. | 
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x Kings t is, troubled J/rael with Devices added to 


2 Theft. I. 10, 11. by God, whilſt they receive not the Love 
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They, on fit and juſt Occaſions fear'd not 
x kgs XVII. the Preſence, or the Wrath of Kings, but 1 
9 adventurd to ſhew them the Mind of God, 
x Kings K. and open to them their Dan 1 
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er and their 
Dut 1 9 I „ oy i 

They have ſometimes; found Grace and 

2 Kings i. 7, Favour in the Sight of Great Men, and 
God has qpen'd for them a Way of Ac- 
ceſs to Sovereign Princes, and Acceptance 
with them. ; 
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8 They could truly ſay they had not 
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God's Worſhip, and impos d upon his 
Worſhippers; that, fo. far as they could 
fte, they had not forſaken the Command- 


ment of the Lord, or follpw'd Baalim. 


T hey had, indeed, a noble Zeal for truly 
Chriſtian: Liberty, and ſcriptural Refor- 
mation, yet fought them peaceably by 
their private Labours, and ſometimes by 
Mare pupfick Application to the Govern- 
ment, when there was an Opening for it. 

They wanted neither gqod Senſe, nor 

« Kings XVIL 27. hecoming Humour to expoſe the Senſeleſs 
+: -+- +». , Superitition, Idolatry, and Bigotry of Pa- 
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piſts, who delude others, being them- 
ſelves under ſtrong De luſion, juſtly ſent 


ofthe Treo; bas clo ang wk, 

I They pjevail'd with many by their Doc- 

© trine and Example, to ſhew Riches of Li- 

3 Cor. vn. . - berglity gat of their deep Poverty. to pour 1 
© Plentegus Waters round God's Altars, 0 
3 Kings . , and bis Foor, even in à time of i 


$3, 34, 35. 7 


and obtain his Ble r their d 
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2. Reverend Mr. Robert Pl Ickving, 


ws | 'by their effectual Prayer 3 whilſt he pre- James v. 16, 8. 
1 Par ed their Heart to pray, and caus'd his PII. x. 17. : 
52 Ear to hear. 


1 They had more than ordinary Commu- 
nion with God, eſpecially when driven to Kings Mx. -A 
and fly, and hide from thoſe, who under the 
Influence of Popiſh Counſels ſought their 
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ruly Y ſtood up for their be ing, indeed, Minifters 
= and Men of God, not ſeeking the Proof of 
by | it, by calling or Fire from Heaven, as 2 Kings 1 r 
4 Þ Elijah did, by ſpecial Inſpiration; but by 

2 begging, that they and the Peop le might Mar. 1. 1. 


— L utter Extirpation, upon Account of their 1 1 9 
"I? Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts. — 
A 4 N They were content with ſuch Food and be XVIL 6. 6. 
1 to Raiment as Providence allotted them , 2 Kings I. 8, 1 
his how mean ſoever. They invited, in- | 5 
N ſtructed, and encourag'd Youth to carry 
and. on the Work of the Miniftry along with 2 Kings 15 2 [ | 
= | them, and after their Deceaſe. Th | 
| 


. 


1 be baptized with che Holy Ghoſt: and with 
2 r Fire; as in the ſecond of the Act, of the 


c Apoſtles, under Peter's Sermon, Ver. 1 0 
* 247. And, as has been touched GT 4 
nem. they final]! went hence, though without 

t jy fiery Chariots, yet, with ſhining Evidence 2 Kings IL N. 
Love chat they were Boing to Elij ais . 


. Have we now ſuſtain'd Eliſbas Lo 
Dee: || and ſhall we not take up his Elias Ke > Ver. 12. 

= My Father, my Father, the Chariot of 

POM" BY Hrael and the Horſemen thereof Should we 
ching not mourn with as deep Afficbian, when . 
32 there are ſuch Fathers taken from us? 9 
ents, And with as high Eſteem, when there is | "| 
ty: den Glory, l en Serengtt depaltel ?: 
A = How many El ij abi have we feen * e 
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Funeral Sermon on tbe 
mov'd, and in how ſhort a Time? Fathers, 
if not by Age, yet by Affection, Action, 
and Experience. | 

They were, O, they were! Men of 
warchful Care for us, and wreſtling Pray- 
er ; of compaſſionate. Hearts towards us, 
and exemplary Lives. But now, they 

 _ watchand pray for us no more, they lead 

m. Im. „ and pity us no longer, 5 

Their Courage, their Addreſs, their 
Senſe, their Love, Zeal, and Charity, 
were earneſtly bent and employ'd to ſerve 
our higheſt Intereſt. But now, alas! they 
are ſer to us, and all their chearing Influ- 
ence withdrawn, BI 

They were communicative of their 
Light, contented in their Circumſtan- 

8 ces, peaceable in their Converſation, and 

* . 1 n. ſteddy in the aſſerting of their Miniſtry, 
But they are gone, who contributed ſo 
much towards the Enlightning of Men's 
Eyes, the Quiet of their Lives, and the 
Liberty of their Conſciencee. 

They will no more ſtudy for us, Preach 
or Write, or Miniſter unto us. They 
who were won't to bring ſo much of the 


Divine Preſence with them in their Mini- 


ſtrations, are gone into the Mount, now 
Lake XVI. 23, &. (Alas!) to return no more: They cannot 
come to us, as heretofore, nor we to them, 


Nor is it only a private, but a publick 


Gen. xym. zz. ( Loſs which we deplore. They had a pub- 


5, 23. 


lick Spirit and were publick Bleſſings. 
They had heavenly, if not earthly Cha- 
17. riots and Horſemen, to attend them, tho 
zKag VL. viſible ouly to Eyes that God hath * 
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of the Living God are talen. 


Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
They fail'd not to do their part for the 

Support of our Earthly Chariots and Horſe» 

men. They ſerv'd the Government with 

their Eſtates in paying its Demands, and Row. . 


with their Hearts in praying for its Safety: rin. u. z,2, 3. 


and Proſperity ; and engaged all they could 


to do fo too. | 


By their Counſel and Example amongſt Gen. XXXTL, 28. 


Men, by their Prayer and Power with God, Sam. vu. 8,g, 10 
they mightily help'd the Chariots and | 

2 Horſemen of Great Britain to defend our 
Country, and defeat our Enemies. 


They aſſiſted with our Stateſmen and 


1 Soldiers to raiſe the Glories of their Coun- 
try. They have let the World ſee, the 
2 Britiſh Iſles yield Men, who forego Intereſt 


to follow Conſcience ; ſuffer ill Treatment, 
to avoid what would really deſerve it; aſ- 


[4 ſert the Sufficiency of Scripture, and Right 
to a Judgment of Diſcretion (the great 


Barrier-Principles againſt Popery and Sla- 
very) for themſelves and all Mankind ; 


| whilſt their Reward from Muititudes is tebr 0, as, 16, 
only Hatred and Injuries. Thus it ap- 


38. 


pears they were Worthies, and us'd too as 


their Brethren of old, of whom the World 


was not worthy. VV 
Ah! we have loſt Men, who not only 
had the Miniſtry of Angels, but were #evr.1. 1 


: themſelves Angels of the Churches, Guar- Rev. u. . 8. 
dians in ſome ſort to the Nation, Princes Phat. vr 23: 


with their God, and prevalent with Men, cen. xxx. 28. 


Glory, in no ſmall degree, is departed from 18 | 
2 Cor. I 


eur Iſrael, when ſo many ſhining Temples * 


” They 


4 Cor. HI. 5, 6,9; 
4 Cor, VL 1. 9 


. Þ 
1 
| 3 Kings IL. 13, 14. 
i} | Titus I. 9. 
1 Jer. U. 25. 
1 
| Prov. VT. 1 
; Rom. XVI. 27 18. 
os. V. 16, 23. 
XIV. 18, 19, 
— 
: Numb, xn. 1, 4 
Gal. IV, 18. 
4 
Jer, XR, 7. 
| Ia, LV, 6. 


44 Funeral Sermon on the 
They are taken who did work, and had 


God working with them. Upon their Re- 


moval there is more to be done, tho' leſs 
Help to do it. Let us'now conſider, 


II. The Work left upon our Hands. 
When Elijah was'gone, Eliſha under- 
ſtood his Buſineſs, and went about it with- 
out the leaſt Delay ; and ſo ſhould we. 
To be ſure there are Gainſayers to be 
convinc'd; how Swarming and how Vio- 
lent! There are Wanderers tobe reduc'd; 
how Many, how Intractable! There are 
, thoſe who ſow Diſcord, and cauſe Divi- 
ſions, to be counterwork'd ; how ſubtle 
and how buſy ! There are Neutral, Luke- 
warm, Indifferent and Liſtleſs Perſons to 
be rous d; how full of Buſineſs and Excu- 
ſes. There are thoſe who, without Cauſe 
or without Call, blaſt and decry their Bre- 
thren, or others, to be rebuk d and filenc'd, 
The Zealouſly- affected in good Matters 
are to be incourag'd, and guarded againſt 
the Cenſures of the Cold or Cowardly, 
Self-Seekers or Men-pleaſers. The Fiery 
and Furious are to be reduc'd within the 
* Bounds of the Wiſdom that is from above. 
Thoſe that pra for the publick Good 


muſt be encourag'd and exhorted to do what 


they can to ſecure and promote it, Op- 
portunities are to be watch'd for and im- 
prov'd with thoſe who can uſe fit Endea- 
vours to looſe the Bands of Wickednefs, 
undo heavy Burdens, let the Oppreſſed go 
free, and break every Toke ; that they 
hide not ſuch Talents, thro? Sloth, Cowar- 
dice, or any narrow Views, They are - 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
be apply'd to with Privacy and Prudence, 
in the moſt obliging manner, with preſ- 
ſing Earneftneſs, and patient Waiting. 
The Safety, Comfort, Honour and Ad- cor. xn; 26 
vantage of the whole Body ſhould be 
ſtrongly and clearly repreſented, as the 
great Inducement to relieve any of its ag- 
grieved Members. | 

And to paſs by many things which might 
be mention'd, the Occaſion leads us more 
diſtinctly to conſider, 


> Laſtly, The Remains our departed Eli- 
jahs have left upon our hands to be im- 
: provd. 

When Elijah aſcended, there was a: king l. 1, 10 
Mantle fell from him, which Eliſha took 
up and us d. In like manner, we ſhould 
gather up and improve what our Eliahs 
have left behind them. The Reliques of 
: departed Saints are inſignificant: We 
> ſhould be fooliſh and ſuperſtitious, if we 
put that Value on them, or have that Ex- 
pectation from them, which is taught and 
practis'd in the Church of Rome; yet there 
are Remains of our Elijahs, which deſerve 
our Eſteem, and call for our Improvement. 
In the preſent Caſe, we will only offer 
[7 ſomewhat concerning their Sayings, their 
' Doings, their Gifts or Bequeſts, their 
= Writings, their Families, their People, 
5 and their Eliſhas. - | 


As to their Sayings, ſome of thechoice- 
eſt ſhould be gather'd, ſpread, and us d 
owar- upon Occaſion. The Royal Preacher, be- 
are to] cauſe he was wiſe, ſought out and ſet in 
VVV order 
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Acts xX. 39. 
_ 14; 15. 


Mat. V. 16. 


Jude 8, 9, 10. 


Hebt. XI. 7. 


Hebr. VI. 12. 


FF 


¶ Funeral Sermon on the 
order many Proverbs, or uſeful Sayings, 


and expreſly tells us what his Father ſaid 
to him. The Words of the Wiſe are as 


Goads, and as Nails faſten'd by the Maſters 


of Aſſemblies, which are given from one Shep- 


berd; that is, from Chriſt, to e and 


fix Men in their Way to Heaven. A Say- 
ing of our Saviour, and another of Encels, 
which before had not been recorded, are 
produc'd and recommended by St, "Paul 
and St. Jude. 


Their Doings, Gone of the more ſhining 
and exciting ſhould be ſet before Men, 
that they may ſee their good Works, and 
glorify their Father, which is in Heaven. 


Act IX. 36, 39,40 The Coats and Garments Dorcas had made 


for the Poor, were brought forth and ſhew?d 
to Peter; and then behold how he pray'd 
and prevail'd with the Almighty ! Michael 
the Archangel had manag'd a Contention 
and Diſpute with the Devil without railing; 
this is remembred and uſed by St. Jude, as 
a Caution againſt ſpeaking evil of Digni- 
ties, and Things we know not. By Faith 
Noah, being warned of God, and moved 
with Fear, prepared an Ark : Of this the 


Author to the Hebrews reminds us, and 


would ſtir us up to believe God's Threats 
nings, and provide as he directs: And in- 
deed he has made the whole XI Chapter 
ſhine with Acts of Faith and Piety, that 


we might be Followers of thoſe deceaſed 
Worthies. 


The Gifts; or Bequeſts, of ſuch of 'em 
2s God enabled, ought to be abſerv'd and 
improv d. 


ings, Þ 
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re as Þ 
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Shep- | 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 


1 
improv d. Somewhat of what they did , 
in ſecret, has ſometimes happily come Matth. v1. 2, 4; 
to light, for our Imitation and their Ho- 
nour. St. Paul uſeth the Gift of the r. . 
Churches of Macedonia, to ſtir up and en- 
large the Charity of that at Corinth. Solo- 
mon not only employed what his Father = ce. v. . 
and the Princes had given or left for the 
Service of God's Houſe, but added very 54% u. 
largely to it. In ſhort, if we ſtir up our 
ſelves and others to communicate by their 
Examples, we ſhall be Gainers by them, 
tho' they left us nothing. And if thoſe 
who ſhare what they left, ſhall uſe it as 
they did, to be ſure they will moſt happily 
improve it. And if we ſhall remember 
and plead, Lord, they beg'd this and that good 
thing for us, we bring their Faith and Fer- 
vency into the Prayer together with our 
OWN. | | 


Their Writings we muſt uſe,if we would 
fulfill their Wills, now they are dead. 

They endeavour'd we ſhould have thoſe 
things always in remembrance after their 
Deceaſe, which they have publiſh'd or writ , ret ug; 
before it. If their Sayings are to be regarded, 
much more their Writings. Vou would 
be glad to have ſome of their Company 
now and then, were they alive; in their 
Books you may have it, tho they are dead: Hebr. xt. 4 
Nay you may bring them and others to- 
gether hy ſpreading their Books among 
your Relations, Neighbours, and the Poor, 
where they may be likely to do good. So- 
lomon both us'd, and gave forth to others, chron. xxvm. 
the Inſtructions, which were left him in 2 cit. f l. Ce. 
a ES Writing 
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A Funeral Sermon on the 
Writing by his Father. It ſeems God left 


it not to the Pious David, the Wile Solo- 


mon, or Faithful Moſes, to alter or add to 


Rxod, Xxv. 4, Hig Appointments in the leſſer Matters re- 


Hof. XIV. 3. 


Jam. I. 27. 


Gal. VI. 10. 


lating to his Houſe or Worſhip. It is 
ſtrange any ſhould be cenſur'd or ill treat- 
ed, who cannot ſee that he hath now a- 
bated of his Jealouſy for his own Inftt- 
tutions and Authority. 

Their Families will have our Prayer and 
Help, if we be Followers of God, with 
— the Father leſs findeth Mercy. We 
Mall viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in 
their Affliction, if we would be pure and 
undefiled before God in our Religion. As 
we have Opportunity we muſt do good to 
all, eſpecially to them who are of the 


2 Kings V. 7, 3. 7. Houſhold of Faith, Eliſha heard, help'd, 


; 3 3,7. Straits. 


z Cor, XII. 15. 


Hebr. VI. 10. 


and counſelbd, a Widow, late one of the 
Wives of the Sons of the Prophets, i in her 
The Houſe even of Saul is ten- 
derly regarded by David, for the Love that 
Jonathan had ſhew'd him. The Deceaſed 
did very gladly ſpend and were ſpent for 
our Salvation : Shall we not then ſeek out 
and ſhow the Kindneſs of God to Theirs, 
who yer ſurvive? Will not this turn to 
dur Account, fince God is not unrighteous 
to forget our Work and Labour of Love, 
ſo ſhewed to his Name? | Boaz ſheweth 


aum IV. 13,14, 10. Kindneſs to Naomi and Ruth; God makes 


him an Houſe, and ſets it in 4 while upon 
the Throne of Iſrael, 


Their people we ſhould love, conſider- 


ing how: the- Deceaſed” loved them, and 
ſerv d 
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ſhould bedear to us. 
4 pray for them, being Sheep without a t. Ix. 36, 
4 Shepherd, 
our Saviour did, and directed towards thoſe 
he ſaw in the like Caſe. We ſhould not 


Love, 


1eweth 
makes | 


24 
3 
e upon 
5 
3 
ES 


nfider- | 
n, and 


"Erv'd | 


R 
S 


Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
! ſerv'd them to their Death. As the Souls 


for whom Chrift died, fo the Souls for 
N whom his Miniſters {pent their Lives; 


We ſhould pity and 


in danger to be ſcatter'd, as 


' ſuffer them to ſink, if we can prevent it, 
but afford them our Counſel and Help for 
their Support and Encreaſe. 
' dren of Iſrael did to the almoſt ruin'd 
Tribe of Benjamin. 
for the deſtitute Sheep of the Houſe of 


The People themſelves have now a 


| 7 nother, to provoke to Love and to good Works, 


not forſaking the aſſembling of themſelves tage- 
: tber; to be at Peace among themſelves, to LE BRL 
warn "the Unruly, and follow what is good, 
L bot among ſt themſelves and to all Men. 
5 When Moſes was gone up into the Mount, Exca.xxxu. 


ho ſoon did Iſrael go aſtray in the Wil- 
derneſs. 
W bat need have they to look up, and to 


Hturt, who ſhall feed them with Know- 
| ledge and Underſtanding : And here- 


15 


W 


So the Chil. Judg. xkI. 616 


Thus our Savionr did Luke x. 1. f. 
frael. Their Encreaſe and Proſperity will 1 cor. xi. 44 
certainly be ours. 


! more than ordinary need to conſider one a- Hebr. x. 24, 26. 


H look out, for a Paſtor according to God's ler. Nl 1c. 


. in to conſult for their awelling together in fu. c. 5-19 


| Unity, ſince thus the Lord commands the 
Bleſſin wy even Life for ever-more, 


: Laftly , their Eliſhas ought to be regards 1 « Kings W. 
ed and Tmploy'd, ſince they have choſen i5- * 


| the calling of our Elijahs, ts be linter, oa Ga, I. 15, 16. 


have 


20, 41. 
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1 Funeral Sermon on the 


have attended on their Way, giving them. 


ſelves to the Word and Prayer, have ad- 
her'd to their Fellowſhip, ftedfaſtly conti- 
nuing with them, have deſir'd their Spi- 
rit, uſing proper Means to attain it, and 
have appeared to have it, to competent 
Judges, by their Life and Doctrine: Eſpe- 
cially when having thus approv'd them- 
ſelves, they have by ſuch been ſet apart to 
the Miniſtry in a ſolemn Manner. By 


r Theſe Eliſhas we may enquire of the Lord, 


and expect his Anſwers ; to theſe we may 


commit the Knowledge of our State, the 
Phil. n. 10. 20. 21. Care of our Souls, and the Concerns of 


our Saviour; from theſe we may hear and 


Mat. XXVIL 26. learn whatſoever Chriſt commandeth; and 
Colsſ. 1. 28, 29. With theſe we may reckon he will be pow- 


erfully preſent. May the People have 
Miniſters ſincerely ſtriving to anſwer the 
Elijahs and Eliſhas here deſcrib'd, and 


VI. , 8 . 
A 37,18. then neither they nor their Paſtours need 


trouble themſelves about a ſuperior Order, 
or their Ordination, which have rais'd fo 
great a Difturbance in the World to fo 
little purpoſe. 


The Remains of our deceaſed Worthies 
are indeed to be improv'd; but what have 
we of Ability remaining with us to im- 
prove them? In all appearance we muſt 
have leſs of Wiſdom, Strength, Courage, 
Diligence and Devotion, when many who 
had ſo much of them amongſt us are re- 


moved from us. Can the Lights be with- 


drawn, and the World not darken'd ? Can 
a Father be taken away, and the Family 
not weaken d? We have fewer Eyes to 
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T  lief, Now God aftords his Help, whether 
with, or without Means, by his Holy Spirit 
E working i in us, by us, or for us. We have loſt 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 

watch or weep for us; fewer Tongues to 

pray or plead for us; fewer Heads to con- 
trive for and conduft us: Difhculties are Net. rv, 10, 11. 

great, Enemies are violent, and becauſe 

3 ' Iniquity abounds, the Love of many waxeth Mat. xxtv. 2, 

} rold, What then can relieve us but a lar- 

9 ger Meaſure of the Spirit? And who can 


7 give it, but the LO R Y Go of JON. 


17 
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1 
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er 
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ö Let us therefore now confides; 
III. The Way for our A ſſi ſtance and Re- AH 


1 o_ 1411 117 
Ezek. 1 2. * ” 


many Miniſters who had much of the Spi- 

rit of God; but if a double Portion of it 

all be now obtain'd; who ſees not that 

our Lofs will be ſufficiently repaired ? 

The Holy Spirit, in the Stile of St. Luke, Luke xl. 12. 

* anſwers to Things in that of St. war. vis. 11. 
Matthew. And accordingly he was a Spi- 

7 fit of Wiſdom and Revelation in Joſeph Sen z 1. 


Might and Courage in Sampſon to rebuke hut . 


x the Enemies of Iſrael : Of Devotion in TSA 
David to warm and raiſe Multitudes of 5. 5 V. 1,4. 
, 0 xv. 10. 


Hearts: Of Diligence in St. Paul, who la- 


2 Peter III. 15, 16. 


5 boured ſo abundantly both in preaching 


z and writing to propagate the Goſpel : 
e muſt Eg to propag pet: 


x 


: 1 and Inſtructor in rn Dan. Nl. 30, 4 


John XIV. 26. 


le reliev'd our Saviour's Diſciples un- 19 VL 7, u. 14 
der his Withdrawing from them, and more 
than ſupply'd the want of his Preſence jobo xv. uz 
| here on Earth, Hence they did the 
| Works * he did, and greater; 5 - If CO Ars I. 41. 
'D con- 
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Neb. VI. 12. 


Prov. I. 23. 
Ihn HI. 8. 


Cant. I. 8. 


Phil. II. 12, 13. 
Pſal. CUT. L3, 14. 
1 Cor. IX. 25, 


2 Funeral Sermon on the 


convert Thouſands at a Sermon, and to 
ſpread the Goſpel through the Gentil: 
World may be counted ſo. Upon the 
whole- it is evident beyond all Diſpute, 
that the Spirit of God can abundantly re- 
pair the mighty Loſs we have ſuſtain'd by 
the Death of our Elijahs. P 
But in what Way may we hope to ob- 
tain ſo large a Meaſure of it? 
eAnſwer. Let us ſtrive after their Man- 
ner, cry after their God, and improve the 
Advantages he affords us. 


_ Firſt, Let us ſtrive after their Manner, 
Eliſha ſmote the Waters as Elijah had done 
before him, and fo had the Spirit with 
him. Whilſt we allow not our ſelves to 
be ſlothful, but endeavour to be Followers 
of our Elijahs, we ſurely have the Spirit 
turning us who turned them, and leading 
us who led them, and ſo cannot fail of ha- 
ving the Spirit poured out unto us. A 
Man has the Wind that takes the way it 
blows. Now therefore let us ſtrive as 
they did, ſince that's the Way the Spirit 
ſtrives to carry us. Who wow'd not ftrive 
when they are ſure to have no leſs than 
the Spirit of Almighty God to help them : 
The Father of Mercies to pity and to ſpare 
them ; the incorruptible Crown of Glory 
to reward them ? 
Let us enter into a fincere and ſolemn 
Covenant with the Lord to ſerve him. 
That ſeveral of our Elijahs did fo, has 
happily come to light ſince their Deceaſe. 
Let us plead with our ſelves in ſecret, 
to avoid what is ſinful, and do what is pow: 
ing 
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- Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 19 
ſing in the fight of God. We know that r w.. 
ſome of them did thus, tho? they had ſtu- 
diouſly conceal'd it from all the World. | 

Let us heartily endeavour to inſttuct, 
and form our Houſholds according to the *. VI rg, 
Mind of God. Thus they did, and thus 6a. vi. 1 
increas'd, as well as ſtrengthen'd, the 
Houſhold of Faith. 


Let us lay out our ſelves to win over m. 41548. 


them that are without, into the Way and jer.x. ;. 
Covenant of Life, as it is evident they 

did. ns | 
Let us bend our Minds to comply with cor. N. 1, 23. 
others where-ever we can fee that God | 
allows it, and not to comply where-ever rom, x1v, 22, 23; 
we fear God would be diſpleas d. Thus 

they became, and continu'd Nonconfor- 

miſts, fo far as they were ſuch; / 


Let us ſubmit to Sufferings, ſtriying a- Hebrews x11 3, 4. 


gainſt Sin. They quitt their Places, the 

Favour of the Government, and all Pro- 

ſpects of Advancement under it, to keep 
a good Conſcience, If Men will reproach, : Peter n. 22, 35 
afflict and ſpoil us, becauſe we will not 

Sin, let us commit our ſelyes, as our Savi- 

our did, to him that judgeth righteouſly, 

Thus the Spirit of Glory, and of God, we etertv. 4; 

are aſſur d, does reſt upon us; thus ſhall : cor. iv. r. 

we hereafter have a far more exceeding, 

and eternal Weight of Glory. | | 
Let us zealouſly plead, and ſtand, up as As vt. g, 10. 4. 

they did, for Chriſt, againſt the impoſing Pp 

of Human Devices or Inventions, relating 5 

whether to Faith or Worſhip ; Had this a: xv. a, 

been generally done, Popery could ne- | 

ver have riſen in the Church. Tu, 
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Gal. II. 11, Cr. 
Acts XVI. 37, Cc. 


2 Cor. IX. 37» 27. 


1 Tim. IV. 2. 
Col. ; 28, 29. 


Mat. IV. 4, 7, 10. 


2 Cor. X. 4, 5. 


4 Tim. II. 24, 26. 
Gal. V. 22, 23. 


Luke 11.9 —13. 
Acts IV. 31. 


Mat. XVII. 16, 21. 
Kom. VII. 26, 27. 


Hebrews vir. 25. 


Luke XV. 20, e. : 


Pal, LXXXI. 10. 


e1 Funeral Sermon on t 

Let us withſtand fuch as would betray 
our Chriſtian Liberty, or bring upon us 
Civil Slavery. . 

Let us deny our ſelves in Faſting, &c. 
as they did, leſt we undo our ſelves: 
There is no running ſo as to obtain with. 
Out it. | | 

Let us daily ſearch the Scriptures, and 
uſe them as they did; being inſtant, Re- 
proving, Rebuking, Exhorting, Warn. 
ing and Teaching every Man, ſtriving ac- 
cording to God's working; reſiſting Temp. 
tations as our Saviour did; caſting down 
ftrong Holds of Satan, and all Oppoſiti- 
on to Chriſt, as the Apoſtles did, by the 
Word of God; in Meekneſs inſtructing 
Gainſayers, ſhewing Humility, Tempe- 
rance, Goodneſs and Gentleneſs to all, 
The Spirit will not fail to ſupply thoſe 
who are laying out themſelves to bring 
forth his Fruits. | 


| Secondly, Let us alſo cry after their God, 
Eliſha not only ſmote the Waters, but 

ſaid, Where is the LO R D God of Elijah? 
Crying after God is the Way to have the 
Spirit: Upon praying unto him the Diſ- 
ciples were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
Great Endeavours have fail'd for want oi 
ſolemn Prayer. Shall we not cry after 
God, when we have one ſo Mighty as the 
Spirit of God to help us; one of ſuch Inte- 
reſt in Heaven as the Son of God to re- 
commend us; and one of ſuch tender Com- 
paſſions as the Father of Mercies to Meet, 
Embrace and Entertain us? God would have 
us open our Mouths wide in earneſt and be- 
1 lieving 


Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming, 


etray | hieving Prayers to him. As a loving Fa- ameswv.s, 8g, 

on us ther he takes various Ways to bring us to - 
it, and cannot long refrain from taking As N. 11. 

ee. Notice of us, and kindly anſwering. It 

lves; ] was no long crying won a Battle againſt the Chron. v. 20. 

with. Hagarites, a Pardon for the Publican, and E NH. 13,14: 


2 Paradiſe for the dying Male factor. 3 

Our Elijahs cried after God and he heard 
them. — He heard chem, and when p rv. 4, 
confin'd, he enlarg'd them; when pur ſu'd Eco. xr. 26. 
by Perſecutors, he ſav'd em from Ruin; f. Lv. 14. 
when in their Wilderneſs and wandering 
State, he fed and conducted them: When un- Flu. Av. 6. 
der Clouds of Defamation he brought forth 
their Righteouſneſs as the Light: When Pu. cv. 7. 
Plots where forg*d upon them, or laid a. 
gainſt them, he broke the Snare and they 
eſcaped, 1 8 

He heard and anſwer'd their Cry, for 
the Succeſs of our ARMS againſt France; 
for the Diſappointment of evil Counſels 
and Counſellors in ſome former and later 
Years; forthe PROTESTANT SUC- 
CESSION in the Illuſtrious Houſe of 
HANNOVER; for averting the Judg- 
ments of Popery and Slavery; for ſuppreſ- 
= fing the late unnatural and hateful Rebel- 
lion“. And who can fay in how many 
vant of Things he heard them? 
after | 
45 the 4 | — — — — * 
h Inte- | | 
to re-. God defeated, and daſh'd. in Pieces the Nebel- 
Com- lion at Preſton and Dumblain, immediately after 

| | the more than uſual Supplications of one Week 
| only, wherein ſeveral of them, ſince dead, were [ee 

d have Roully engag d. | | 
and be- 5 | ET 
lieving . 
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. oA Funeral Sermon on the 
They cry'd to the LORD God , the 


Father, Son and Spirit, having their Ac. 


ceſs thro? the Son by the Spirit to the Fa- 
ther, as the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri. 
ſtians had theirs before them. 

Upon all that has been ſaid, and much 
more that might be; let us be excited and 
encourag?d to pray always, with all Prayer, in 
all Caſes, ſeeking firſt ſpiritual Bleſſings, and 
All for this End, in chief, that the Name of 
our heavenly Father may be honour'd, his 
Kingdom advanc'd, and his Will done 
here as in Heaven : Let us cry with Ear- 
neſtneſs after God, eſpecially for the rat. 
ſing of dead Souls to ſpiritual Life. El:ſba, 


* - 22 
— 


10 "8 MM, The LORD God is made up 
of a Singular in Conjunction with a Plural, and 
{eems to intimate both one and more, which by the 
clearer Light of the Goſpel may well be under- 
ſtood the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe 
NAME, not Names, we are baptized; nor do 
we depend for this upon a diſputed Criticiſm, but 
upon the whole Method of our Salvation accord- 
ing to the Goſpel, which declares the Spirit muſt 
fanctifie us, the Son intercede for us, and the Fa- 
ther accept us, if ever we be ſav'd ; and that each 
of theſe hath infinite Wiſdom, Power, Sc. The 
Son net made, but ever with God, and ſo the E- 
ternal Spirit, (John 1. 1, 2. Hebrews 9. 14.) 

How thele are Three, or how they are One in their 
Eſſence or Being, cannot be known to us, or need to 
be believed by us, becauſe it is not reveal'd; and 
for this very Realon it is impoſſible to prove God 
is not Three, viz. The Father, Son, and Spirit; 
or that theſe are not One. | Ty 

That God is Three, the Father, Son, and Spirit, 


That Each of theſe is God, and All of them One 


God, but all this in Ways to us unknown, and in- 
deg unſearchable, is what the Scriptures lead us 
to believe. ; 

SE after 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 23 
after the Example of Elijah, prayed and . 29, 15, 
ſtretched himſelf upon a dead Child again Kings Xv. 39, 
e Fa - and again, nor ceaſed till he had prevail'd. 
David cried after God with Longing and ecu. Xn. 
Complaints, with Expoſtulation and De- 
pendance, The Son of God himſelf, in tes. v. 7. 
the Days of his Fleſh, offered up Supplica- 
tions with ſtrong Crying and Tears, and 
was heard, Jehoſaphat deeply abas d him- ; iron. x 425. 
| ſelf, highly exalted God, and ſtrongly ; 
- pleaded with him in his Prayer, and be- 
' hold how wonderfully he prevail'd! 
Let us cry with lively Faith that he is, Heb. u. 6. 
nas ſure as we our ſelves are; that he is 
within call, not far from us, in whom we 
live and move; that he works without, a- 4 7. 27, u. 
bove, or againſt the Powers of Nature, in ban. IV. 3. 
ade up the moſt difficult Caſes, and by the moſt 
unlikely Means, whenſoever he pleaſes, 
Let us in our crying after God take near 
whoſe and ſenfible hold of him, Eliſha cries, LORD King H. 14. 
nor do God, not of Abraham, or of Iſrael, as he 
might have done, but of Elijah. Abra. Gen. xuv. ua; 
it muſt bam's Servant cries, LORD God, not of 
the Fa- Þ Heaven and Earth, but of my Maſter 4- 
© braham. Jacob cries, O God of my Father ge. xxx. g, 18 
Abraham; and yet nearer, God of my Fa- 
ther Iſaac ; and nearer ftill, The LORD. 
in their which ſaidſt unto me return, &c. uſing. this, 
need to Method when he was pleading for himſelf, 
ds and bis Wives and Children, as well as for his 
Subſtance. And the Lord Jeſus, our Sa- 
| | Nour, takes the neareſt hold of God, cal- 
| Spirit, ling on him by the Name of Father, wen 
in. he was on the brink of his Sufferings, and joun xva. 1. 
A 1 23 „ : 
| Jead us gain, when under an Agony in the Gar- rac xx. 45, 44; 
den; and laftly, when amidſt dying Pangs uu xm. 4 
Ti | upon 
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Funeral Sermon on the 
upon the Croſs, And with what wonder. 
ful Succeſs did not only Jeſus, but Jacob; 
not only Jacab, but Abraham's Servant, 
uſe this Method ! 
rod. DL 15. The God of Heaven leads his Iſrael to 
| this by the Meſſage which Moſes brings 
Mar, VI.g. them from his Mouth. Our Saviour di- 
rects his Diſciples to this, where he teaches 
them in Prayer, to ſay, Our Father. And 
the Spirit of Adoption puts God's Servants 
Rom, VL 11. upon crying Abba, Father. Thus we {et 
him before us under an engaging and 
encouraging Character, as when a Man 
ſtiles another my Friend, and my Father's 
Prov, $XVIL. 1 Friend, —— Thus we are in the Way to 
. quicken our Deſires, ſtrengthen our De- 
pendance, and heighten our Expectation, 
which being ſincere God will not fail to 
anſwer. | 
Laſtly, Let us in our crying to him, 
confider him as their God, even theirs, the 
| late Elijahs, whom we are lamenting, 
Eph; N. 5. — Theirs who were ſometimes by Na- 
ture Children of Wrath even as others, 
Rom. v. 6. 1. Without Strength, or Help, or Goodneſs, 
Ck. or Deſert of any Thing but Hell. — Theirs 
Rom. VL. 14. who nder Grace had their Body of Death, 
Rom. VI-24 their Failings, Backſlidings and Falls; 
their Fears, their Faintings and Com- 
plaints, their Slumbrings, Deſertions and 
Rom, VIL 23,26. Groans within themſelves on Account of 
Sin, and for a full Deliverance from it. 
| Their God to beget them again to a 
i reter l. 3. lively Hope, by writing his Law in their 
Jer. u. 33. Hearts; to carry them on in that Hope, 
Jr. XXI. 38, 40. by putting his Fear in their Hearts, that 
they not depart from him; _ y 
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£ may he not be ours as freely ? 


Laffords us. 


Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 


i laſt to crown that Hope with the full En- 


joyment of himſelf, in a City, which he 


had prepared for them. , worthy of himſelf Mer x. 48 


Was he not moſt freely theirs, and why 
Did he not 
make them willing to accept him, and is 
he not ready to do this for us? Their God 
put them upon praying to him, that he 


would be ours; and upon pleading with us, 


that we would be his. Tho they had Cor- 
ruptions, he renew'd 'em; — they had 


Wanderings, he reſtor'd ? em; and tho? to 
© the laſt they had great Imperfections, he 
has perfe&ed and crown'd them. And thus 


he has done for Manaſſeh, for the Thief 


upon the Croſs, and other exceeding vile 
tation, | 
Providence, the Calls of the Goſpel, the 


Tranſgreſſors. It was by the Workings of 
| Strivings of the Spirit, and the Merits of 


our Saviour, that our Elijahs came to have 
God theirs. 


ſhall yet praiſe him for the Help of his 


Countenance ſhining upon our Endeavours. 


3. Let us improve the Advantages God 
When Eliſba had gain'd an O- 
pening of the Waters, he paſs'd thro? em 
into Canaan. When he bad gain'd a Por- 
tion of Elijah's Spirit double to what the 
Sons of the Prophets generally had, we ſee 
him uſing it in the Service of his God, and 


chus encreaſing in it, till he alſo comes to 
tbe lamented, even by the King of Hrael, 
with, O my Father, my Father, the Chariots a Kings xu 14. 
| of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof. Cer- 
tam it is, that to improve the Spirit, and 


; his Influences, is the way to have more; 
ſence to him, who [thus] hath, ſhall be gi Mat. XXV. 28, 29. 
E. ven, 


* Fr 


Hope then in God, and we FI. xz. 5 


eA Funeral Sermon on the 


| ven, and he ſhall have Abundance. By uſing 
2 Pet. I. g. Diligence Men grow in Grace, Moſes had 
Exod. XXIV. no ſooner got a bright Diſcovery of God 
een, and his Goodneſs, bud he made haſte to 
improve it, by praying for the Divine Par- 
don and Preſence, and obtain'd it for him- 
ſelf and a People, whom God had dreadfully 
Exod. xx. s. threaten'd juſt before. When our Saviour 
as Ix 322. had reveal'd himſelf to Saul, he purſue: 
the Advantage, by ſubmitting himſelf to 
the Lord, and pouring out his Heart in 
Prayer, which obtain'd a wonderful An- 
ſwer; Ananias is ſent, according to a Vi- 
ſion, that he might receive his Sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghoſt: This again 
Saul preſently improves, by giving himlel! 
up to Baptiſm, to the Fellowſhip of the 
Diſciples, and the preaching of Chriſt in] 
the Synagogues. Thus he increaſed the 
more in Strength, and improv'd that 
Strength by labouring, ſtill more. O what 
an happy thing it is ſo to purſue Advan- 
tages by preſſing on in farther Labours! 
« cor. xv. ro. Thus the Grace of God already beſtowed 
upon us 1s not in vain : Thus we are in the 
Way to excel moſt here, in ae, and 
the moff above, in Glory. 
| The 7. beſſaloniens having receiv'd the 
Heß. i 5,6,7,8. Goſpel in Power, and in the Holy Ghoti, 
improv'd it in becoming Followers of the 
Apoftles, and of the Lord, ſo as to be En- 
ſamples to them who believed in Maced: 
nia, and elſewhere. Thus their Faith 
2 Tief.I,;z, grew-exceedingly, and the Charity of eve- 


ry one of them all towards each other a- 
bounde. 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 

Now therefore let us purſue all Adyan- 
tages we gain for Heaven, as we cannot 
doubt but our Elijahs did, 

When we are convinced of Sin, let us ju xv. 8, ac. 
follow on with Prayer, and other Endea- 
yours, till we are converted. 

When we are excited by the Word or | 
Providence of God to reſolve upon any Lu xv. „ 
good thing, let us ſet about it, and dif- © . 
patch it without delay. 

When we are made to rejoice in Chris} 

Jeſus, let us improve it by commumicating , cor. . 4. 
liberally to the Relief and Joy of others,, &* 
out of the Treaſure of our Hearts or 

Purſes. 

When any come over to us, or are a- 
waken'd amongſt us, let us uſe our beſt . cor. xl. 2. 


27 


Endeavours that they may be ſincete and 


hearty Chriſtians, and not merely proſe- var. xx, is, 
lyted to a Party or Opinion. 

When we have Opportunity to ſhew Gen, xiv. 21, 22, 
Kindneſs, or requite it, or to render Good .. 14, 
for Evil, let us not only lay hold of it, 15 09-5, 
but endeavour that God may have Honour, | 
and others ſome ſpiritual Advantage by it. 

When God gives in to us what may be 
proper and profitable to give out to others, 
let us take care to impart it to them, and Cr. eg e 


improve it with them. Such Things God © 


pleaſeth we ſhould ſometimes meet with, | 
when we are praying, reading, hearing, | 5 


muſing, &c. | 5 


When Days return wherein God ſignal- vga. cxvm. 25. 


IJy appeared for the Good of the Nation, Fal. CXLY, 4, Kc. 


let us improve them with our Families and 


: Neighbours, to poſſeſs them and our ſelves 
z i with a Senſe of what great Things the Lord 
To's 


'B 2 hath 


Prov. XVI. 7. 


2 Sam. VII. 1, 2, 5. 
x Chron, 29. 2, 3, 
&c . 


Mat. XXV. 23. 


1 chron. XXVIII. 


I, &c. 


Neh. II. 1, &c. 


Acts III. 12, Kc. 
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his Church, and of the World, 


Funeral Sermon on the 


hath done for us, and of what great Obli. 
gations we are thereby under to love and 


ſerve him joyfully, Happy if thus we 
might give a Turn to;the Minds of Rio- 
ters, and thoſe that raiſe them, againſt 
innocent Rejoicing upon ſuch Occaſions. 
When we find our Hearts enlarged, 
our Way open, and our Ability encreaſed, 


let us extend our Endeavours every way 


for the Honour of God, and the Good of 
Let us be 
ſure to att up to the utmoſt of what Ca- 
pacity we have, if we would have more. 
We cannot reaſonably look that God ſhould 
truſt us with much, if we be not faithful 


in a little. 


When our Name ſhines out, and our 
Intereſt ſpreads or advances amongſt great- 
er or meaner Perſons; let us improve it 


both with them and others, for the Ad- 


vancement of our Saviour's Name, Inte- 
reſt, and Kingdom. Thus David did with 
the Princes and People of 1/rael for the 
Houſe of God; thus Nehemiah with Ar- 
taxerxes, an Heathen Monarch, for the 
City of Jeruſalem ; and thus the Diſciples 
with the Multitude, for the Honour of 
Chriſt, and the ſaving of Souls. 


They who were well acquainted with 


our Elijahs, or have read juſt Accounts of 
"em, can tell that they were watchful and 
induſtrious to improve the Price God put 
into their Hands. Obſervation and Me- 


mory aſſure many of us, that they im- 
prov'd the ſeveral Advantages now men- 
tioned above, fo far as they attained them. 
O what need have we of their God to help 
| | us, 


Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
us, who have ſo much Work upon our 


| ; Hands, who have their Manner of Striving, 
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their Fervency in Crying, their Diligence in 
improving all Advantages to follow, and are 
now, (alas!) depriv'd of their Preſence and 
Aſſiſtance. 


If you now expect an Account of our decea- 
{ed Friend, I muſt tell you, you have already 
had it. Was not he ſet before you, when our 
departed. Elijahs were deſcribed to you? Did 
you not conceive your ſelves ſeeing him all 
the while you were looking upon them ? If 
not, turn back and take another View ; but if 
ſtill it be requir'd that we go forward, and ſpeak 
more particularly, ſomewhat is here added, 
not ſo much to commend him as to exalt his 
God. He cloath'd our Elijah with the Sun, 


put the Moon under his Feet, and a Crown of 
12 Stars upon his Head, and can do the fame 


for us. The Father of Lights gave our Elijah 
to come forth as the Sun, like him to aſcend, 
to ſhine at Height, yea, even to deſcend, and 


g fot laſt, in Glor 5. 


As to his coming forth, he ſprang from 


an Ancient, Honourable, Learned and Religi- 
ous Family in Scotland A Family that ſome- 


| time gave a Preceptor to Prince Henry, eldeſt 
Son of King James the VIth. and then two 
burning and ſhining Luminaries one after ano- 


| ther to that Church: A Family which was 
| happily ally'd to Mr. John Knox, its glorious 
Reformer. His immediate Mother was Chri- 
ſtian, Siſter to Sir George Hamilton now of 
| Binny, a Family of equal Vertue and Glory 
with the other. His Father was an ejected 
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Funeral Sermon on the 
Miniſter, of great Sufferings, worthy Labours, 
and good Report in all the Churches, the 
Author of that excellent Treatiſe, The fulfil. 
ling of the Scriptures, with divers others. 

A Family, which the mention'd Author 
and his Religious Conſort encreas'd with Eight 
Children, each of which had not only a libe. 
ral and pious Education, but God honouring 
and blefling it, whilſt every one of them gave 
fignal Proofs as they grew up, that they were 
Children of God, and Heirs of Glory, amongft 
theſe our Mr. Fleming was eminent, and no leſs 
an Honour to his Family, than honour'd by it, 

O! where is the Lord God of our Elijah 
to pour out his Spirit on the Seed, and his 
Bleſſing on the Oft-ſpring of Families that 
riſe to make any Figure in the World, and in 
the Church. How oft do we ſee Children 
wanting to be in ſtead of ſuch Fathers? we 
pray and hope it ſhall not be ſo here. 

As to his aſcending, or Advance, it was 
with more than common Brightneſs. He 
was train'd up in the learned Languages, and 
alſo in Philoſophy, Geography, &c. near E- 
dinburgh, under the Famous and Reverend 
Mr. John Sinclair, Brother-in-Law to his Fa- 
ther. It was a Providence of God early and 
highly in Favour of our Mr. Fleming, that 
fuch a Perſon was permitted to inſtruct him 
with ſome few others of Diſtinction, when 
Men of Conſcience were under ſuch Re- 
ſtraints, and the publick Schools generally ſo 
corrupted, Here he would often ſpend his 
Hours of leiſure, not in Play as Children uſu- 
ally do, but to inftruft his Intimates, and 
pray with them in private, 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 


* It was no leſs a Favour, that his Father be- 
« ing driven into Holland by the Severity of the 
Times, was there cal'd by the Scots Church 
at Rotterdam to be their Miniſter, who then 
xr | put his Son to complete his Studies in Divint- 
ht ty, Philoſophy, and other Parts of Learning, 
e. | under the moſt celebrated Profeſſors at the 
ng | Univerſities of Leyden and Urreche. | 
But how diſtinguiſhing was the Favour - 
re | ſhown him, when it appears by his Diary 
gti which he had all along modeſtly conceaPd, 
ek that from a Child the Holy Scriptures, Medi- 
it.] tation, Singing of Pfalms and Prayer were 
h: his Delight and Exerciſe three Times a Day. 
is For thele he choſe the moſt retir'd Places to 
avoid being obſery'd by others. And at Thir- 
teen Years of Age he join'd himſelf to the 
Lord in a ſolemn Covenant, which he fre- 
= quently and conſcienciouſly renew'd, that it 
might not be forgotten. This yielded him 
Relief and Comfort, when under Doubts and 
Fears, which ſerv'd to keep him very hum- 
ble and depending, who at other Times was 
ſo highly favour'd with repeated Aſſurances 
of his Pardon, and the moſt delightful Senſa- 
tions of God's ſpecial Love. 
And muſt we not reckon it a ſingular Fa- 
vour that God gave him ſo zealous a Concern 
to know in what Way he might beſt ſerve 
im him; that upon frequent and earneſt Prayer 
he found himſelf much inclin'd to the Mini- 
ſtry; that when he was purſuing that Deſign, 
he was help'd to break through many ſore 
| Temptations, reſembling thoſe of the great 
Luther, to divert him from it, under the 
2 deepeſt Apprehenſions of his own Inſufficien- 
cy; and that in his Paſſage to Holland, * 
1 | | | wat 
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3 eA Funeral Sermon on the © 
with the Maſter and all the Mariners he Hh. 
nothing but ſudden Death in view, upon cry 
ing to God his Mind was calm'd, and fully 
aſſur'd that he ſhould not then die, but be 
preſerv'd by God to be a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel. We here plainly ſee he ſought firſt the 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs ; and 
that in this Way other Things were ſo far ad- 
ded to him, that he wanted not needful Sup- 
plies; and tho? his weak and ſickly Conſtitu- 
tion often broke in upon his Studies, yet he 
was early taken Notice of not only for Piety, 
but Learning too. 

O! where is the Lord God of our Elijah? 
Let thy Work appear to thy Servants, and 
thy Glory to their Children. Such Work 
and Glory as brought him to lay out his Days 
in Childhood with more care than moſt do 
their Gold; and not only to apply, but bind 
himſelf for Life, to heavenly Wiſdom. © 
what an Honour is it upon Parents to have 
Children fo like their heavenly Father; and 
upon Children to be like. Chriſt, ſo early 
and earneſt about their Father's Buſineſs ! 


net 


As to the uncommon Height he made and 
held, it neither ſtopp'd nor flacken'd the 
Courſe of his Studies or Devotions; nor did 
he then look bigger to himſelf, tho? he ſhone 
out brighter to the World about him. 

He was not leſs Humble, but more conſpicu- 
ouſly ſo when ſuch Endowments, improved by 
ſuch an Education, and animated with ſuch a 
Spirit from above, were come to Maturity, and 
calꝰd forth to ſhew' themſelves more openly. 


With all his Furniture and Inclination he 


would not preſume” to go into the _—_ 
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y, | acquitted himſelf, that the Scot Church at 


claim him, as being their Country-man. They 
nd therefore calPd him to a more liberal Main- 
rk tenance there, which was then become need- 


ys ful thro' ſome Emergencies of Providence. 
do His Father being in London, by Direction 
nd of the Glorious King VILLIAM and Queen 
OMAR, dy'd there, and miſs'd of the Roy- 
ave al Bounty they deſign'd him, on account of 
nd his Learning, Piety, and the generous Hoſpi- 
rly F tality he had ſhew'd to thoſe who were forc'd 
to fly from Great Britain, as having vigorouſ- 
appear d for the Proteſtant Religion, and 
and Britiſh Liberties, which were then in immi- 
the [ent Danger. By this, together with his 
did many Sufferings, he was very much reduc'd, 
one {Wo that he had little or nothing to leave his 
Children ; but God provided for them, 
icu- Tho our Mr. Fleming left the Engliſh Church 
i by I Leyden, he left not off caring for it, but 


ch a Id his Intereft with the Magiſtrates there 
and for its Continuance, and went on to ſupply it 
nly- Ns he could, till with their Approbation (who 
he Inightily regretted their Loſs of him) that 


iſtry [Church had another Miniſter from . England 
till ſettled with them, BB 


We 


— 


2 


8 


12 
CS 


1 


* 


— 


— — he. 4 
e 


> 
a 
A 


OO OO OG 


* 


— 


es 


8 
5 


A 
1 
| 


i 
3s 
1 
FL 
} 


2 ol 


— 


tow ö 
W 


3 


— 
1 


. 


34 2 Funeral Sermon on the | 
Wee are not to wonder, that after ſome 28 
Years we find him remov'd from Rotterdam to ble 
London. The Scots Church here calbd him: | Ca 
Ab proſpett of greater Uſefulneſs invited him; the 
Better Opportunities of joining his Ende. uh 
vours with thoſe of the Excellent Mr. Car. ly | 
ſtairs, his dear Friend, to ſerve the Church bro 
of Scotland, and the common Good, perſwa. ] %* 
ded him: And together with theſe, the Sen. me. 
timents of King W1LLIAM for his Accey- i H* 
tance, having alſo been ſignified to him, f. Ste 
nally determin'd him. The States, and the his 
Church of Rotterdam were very unwilling to = 
have parted with him, and with very good 
Reaſon : But he muſt follow where Providence 
led, and thus he had God's Preſence with him 
When he came to be ſettled at London, thi 
Church of Chriſt in general found him a Lz 
borious and Uſeful Miniſter. That of Sce: 
land in particular, a faithful, ſerviceabl: 
Friend. The King of Great Britain, a Prince 
of ſo deep Penetration, found him a Man o 
Underſtanding in the Concerns of his Coun. 
try, and at the ſame Time of ſuch Modeſfh 
and Prudence, that he defir'd, whenever h 
was call 'd to Court, it might be with the gret. 
teſt Privacy. And in him the Eminent Cit. 
Zens ſaw one that would adorn and ftrengthe: 
their Merchant's Lecture, into which the] 


ix choſe him. 9 75 | 
Nl His Brethren in the Miniftry could delight: 
| 5 fully converſe with him, as one by whon 
1 they could improve, and entirely depen 
upon , as a Man of ſingular Candor and 


Integrity, of good Intelligence, able to ad- 
viſe, and fure to keep Counſel. Sincere Pro. 
teſtants, tho differing among themſelves 
9 5 . igel i; reel 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 


agreed to value him, as one of a ſweet, affa- 


me NE > == 2 

„to ble, generous, communicative Temper, and 
m: Catholick Spirit, having a great Concern for 
im the Welfare of the Church of God every 
lea. where, wichout reſpect to Parties. Not on- 
. h Eminent Profeſſors in the Univerſities A- 
irch broad, but the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
G2. with other Learned and Moderate Church- 
Sen. men at home, expreſs d a great Value for him. 


He was far from cenſuring others, whilſt the 
g. greateſt Offers could not draw him off from 
'the his own well ſtudied Principles and Meaſures. 
„„ A Gentlewoman, whoſe Character, Cir- 


— ; cumſtances, and Worth, drew ſuch Offers as 
= nc gave her the Proſpeck of living in Splendor, 


him preferr'd the Satisfaction his Goodneſs; Learn- 

che ing, and good Humour could afford. She 
vas bleſs' d and honour'd in pleaſing, and be- 
Sen. ing pleas d with him; and he no leſs in plea- 
ſing and in being pleas'd with her. Their 
Marriage was from firſt to laſt a State of the 
| trueſt and the higheſt Friendſhip, - May the 
World and the Church be. as happy in their 
Off- ſpring, as they were in each other. 


his own private Uſe, excellent Rules for the 
ordering of his Time, his Thoughts, his 
Words, and Actions, and for the Examina- 
ü hiasell... ĩ wn $9, 
He gave himſelf much to Prayer and Me- 
ditation, and was honour'd with divers re- 
markable Supports and Salvations. How ſig- 
nally he was fav'd from Fire, from Water, 


he has recorded with Thankfulneſs. The 
| Premopitions he had of Dangers and Delive- 


F 2 other 


- Beſides the Diary he kept, he drew up for 


and from the Violence of unreaſonable. Men, 


nnces; of the Death of his Father, and of 


35 
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— 


In other Friends; as alſo of Events of a more wt 
blick Nature, ſhew us that God imparted th 
| of his Secrets to him. [ 


He had both the more Subſtantial and Or- Rs 


namental Learning. He was well acquaint- ter 
| ed, not only with Fathers and Councils, Ec- 1 
cleſiaſtical and Civil Hiſtorians, but with the anc 
Oriental Languages, the Fewiſh Rabbins, Þ w 
and the Polite Authors both Ancient and Mo- e 
| | this he devoted to the Service of | mc 
God's Houſe, and endeavour'd to employ it | 
is Honour. V 0 
His Preaching, both for Matter and Stile, 
1 was apparently defign'd to awaken the Con- thy 
| ſcience, and to form the Heart and Life for ci 
. | 3 and they who attended with ſuch Views nee 
1 | and Aims, were ſure not to miſs of what they 
came there to ſeek for. it u 
- He made his Bible the abſolute Governor e 
| of his Religion, whilſt ſome uſe it only as 
1 a Lacquey to theirs, He follow'd what he 
5 apprehended to be the meaning of it, after 
. | Prayer; with ſerious Conſideration and En- wh 
1 4 quiry, and allow'd that every Man has a right ph. 
to do ſo tu. For want of this, how few real 
i or intelligent Proteſtants are there to be found | © « 
| amongſt the Numbers of profeſſed ones. He 1 
4 was :a igeterous Friend to all Mankind, and ver 
li therefore an Enemy to all Impoſition, as well | nov 
i as Perſecution; - to Popery in the Church, 
* and Tyranny in the State, which would in- 
| | troduce and ſupport it. BE 
i Fe was firm and zealous for the Brizsſh Mo- 
| 8 narchy and Conſtitution, and could never ad- he 
h mit our Political State te be ſo ill concerted; Þ the 
| | as that in ſome Caſes it muſt needs deftroy it 
i | ſelf, forbidding Men t fave them f 6, an 
3 TED „„ „„ 5 where 
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where the Law of Nature requires it, and 
that of Scripture is far from condemning i it. 
He had ſo great a Regard for Hereditary 
Right, that he judg'd it ought to ſtand unin- 
terrupted, where it might with Safety to the 
Kingdom; but could never think fo weakly 
and inconfiſtently, as that it ſhould take Place 
where it would deſtroy the Inheritance it 


claims ; when even Parents will diſinherit the 


more immediate Heirsto preſerve it. 
His Writings of various Argument, and 
deep Divinity, ſpeak him worthy to be read 
Men of Thought and Learning, and wor- 
thy to be open d to Perſons of meaner Capa- 
city, as here and there, perhaps, it may be 
needful. 98 
If in ſome Things he differ'd from others, 
12 well be allow'd him, who was always 
tree in allowing others the Liberty to differ 
from him, without any rough or' injurious 
Treatment. He held to the Motto which he 
had choſe for himſelf, Liberè ſed modeſt, 
which might be rendred in the Way of Para- 
| phraſe, Be as Free as you Pleaſe, ſo you be as 
| Modeſt as yowre Free. 
O where is the Lord God of our Elijah ? 
The Father of Lights, from whom comes e- 
good and perfe& Gift! We need Thee 
| now more than ever, that our Men of God 
| may be perfect, chroughly furniſh'd unto all 
L Works. 5 
As to his Defcending, it was like the Sun's, 
| he ſtill went forward, and was riſing towards 


rted; the other World as he was going down to this. 


O it 
ves; 
here 
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Whilſt the Outward Man was periſhing, the 
award was renewing Day by Day. The Zeal 
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of God's Houſe; the deep Concern upon his 
Mind for the Proteſtant Churches, and the Ci. 
vil and Religious Liberties of Great Britain, 
and the World abroad; the tender Sympa- 
thy he had for the perſecuted in France, &c ; 


the afflicting Foreſight of threatning Dan- 


gers; the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Patience in 
bearing the Cenſures of his Friends, when he 
gave out, tho ſparingly, the ſad forebodings 
of his Mind; theſe, each of theſe Things, 
were his Glory, but all together weaken'd 


and drunk up his Spirits, whoſe Conſtitution 


was but weakly at the beſt. He was deeply 
ſeized with a Diſtemper that not only ob- 
Fructed his Uſefulneſs, but ſorely threatned 
his Life ; yet at the Inſtance of fervent Pray- 
ers by his Congregation, and Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, with other Friends, he had a won- 


derful and unexpected Recovery, and ſome 


Years of Uſefulneſs were added to his Life. 
Upon his Recovery he went over into Hol- 
land to confirm his Health, eaſe his Mind, and 
ſerve the common Intereſt, Here he laid be- 
fore ſome of their Great Men the Dangers that 
threaten'd their States, and our Proteſtant. 
Succeſſion. He preſs'd them that every 
Thing might be done againſt the Meaſures 
then on Foot to ruin the Confederacy. He 
alſo fix'd a Correſpondence with them, and 


return d with a better State of Health. From 


hence he communicated to them ſuch Secrets 
as to the Courſe of Affairs here, as he cou'd 
come at by frequent Gonverſe with the late 
Lord Somers, and others of Diſtinction, v:ho 
honour'd him with their Confidence as well as 
Company. But when he came to ſee the moſt 
promiſing State of Affairs, thrown by arr 
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Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
Management into the moſt threatning and 
ruinous; France and Rome rais d up and 
ſtrengthned to bind Europe and Britain in 
their Chains, his tender Conſtitution ſuf- 


fer'd another deadly ſhock; and tho' the 


Happy Acceſſion of King GEORGE to the 
Throne gave him new Life and Spirit for a 
while, yet his Mind would ſee, and with Sad- 
neſs dwell upon the uncharitable Diviſions, 
and other growing Evils among Proteſtants 
The impudent Scandals, and odious Invectives 


againſt the beſt of Princes, among Britons ; 


Tumults and Riots againſt ſuch as are Loyal, 
and peaceful in the Land; and a Spirit of 


Bitterneſs riſing into open Rebellion, and ra- 


ging after it inſtead of falling with it. He 
could not but look on theſe Things as Fore- 
runners of ſome ſharp (tho? he would hope) 
but ſhort Calamity upon the Proteſtant 


Churches. And theſe Apprehenſions, toge- 


ther with the Deaths of ſeveral dear Friends, 
eminent Miniſters, and noble Patriots, in a 
ſhort ſpace of time, ſunk his Body into an ir- 


recoverable lineſs; when yet all this while his 


Soul was more with God, above theſe Clouds, 
the more he ſaw of Darkneſs here below. | 

O! where is the Lord God of our Elijah? 
who giveth Power to the Faint, and to them that 


have no Might encreaſeth Strength, that under 


whatſoever Diſcouragements, they may mount 


1 up with Wings as Eagles, run and not be weary, 


walk and not Faint. 


As to his Setting, it was free and chearful 
as the Sun's, and well it might, when he was 
but going out of one World to ſhine ſo much 
brighter in another. The Beams v_ 
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broke from him in a Sermon * near his laſt, 


are enough, with the Divine Blefling, to 
deaden or extinguiſh all hurtful Love to 


. earthly Things, and enflame with Deſire to 
imitate the excellent Chriſtian he there ſets 


before us, who came ſo near the Pattern in 
the Mount (Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24.) 

He was obſerv'd in one of his laſt Sermons 
to his Congregation, as in a Rapture, to be 
treating of eternal Life; ſure he ſaw it the 
more diſtinctly the nearer he came to it. He 
ſhew'd his People and his Family the Light of 


that Life, before they ſhould fall under the 


Shadows of his Death, Thus our Bleſſed Lord 


open'd his Father's Houfe, and many Manſi- 


ons, tothe Faith and Meditation of his Fol- 
lowers, againſt the Time when the World 
ſhould look dark and horrid, upon his With- 
drawing. 

In the near Approaches of his Change, he 
calPd for his Children, but he needed not ſay 
much to them, who had before laid in ſuch 
Counſels and Inſtructious „ both with and for 
them, and was leaving them with a Mother 

o pious, well furniſh'd, and affectionate, un- 
er a faithful Mediator and merciful Father. 
He needed not ſay much, and well it was, be- 
cauſe he could not. He could not ſpeak to 
them as a dying Father, before a Wife and 


Mother all in Tears: "Theſe he could leſs 


bear than the Preſſures of his Hineſs, 

His Congregation had fix'd upon a Day to 
beg the Reſtoring and Continuance of his uſe- 
ful Life and LbGurg: * But God would ps be be 
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41 N 
© | follicited after ſuch a manner to keep him lon- | 
6 ger out of Heaven, and fo took him home f 
to before that Day came. os | 
to He let thoſe about him know, that through / 
ts his Saviour's Merit he was ſure to be with him 1 
in in Paradiſe the Day that he ſhould leave this f 

World, and comforted both himſelf and them [ 
| with the Hopes that God would make his | 
be Church on Earth, more like, in Grace and = 
he Peace, to that above. Thus, we may con- . 
je | ceive him taking his Leave, as it were, in | 
of © the Words of Joſeph and of Joſhua, I die, bur \ 
he Jod will furely viſit You, Nor ſhall any one thing | 
d fail of all the good which God hath ſpoken concern- N 
. ing bis Church. (Gen. 50. 24. Joſh, 23. 14.) f 
ry O! Where is the Lord God of our Elijah? ö 
d who by a double Portion of his holy Spirit can I 
h. belp us fo to live and foto die. g 

Some what we have ſeen of his Regular and 
Uſeful Courſe, let us take a ſnort View of his 
N Character in ſome obſervable Particu- 
His Furniture was Rich and Various. He 
could entertain the Curious, and thoſe of j 
meaner, or of higher Condition, agreeably [ 
to their differing Capacity and Taſte ; and 
this without an Air of Oſtentation or Aſſu- : 
ming. 7 5 
His Freeneſs to communicate was equal to 1 
his Fullaeſs. You could ſcarce come near a 
him, but might have ſomething worth your 
while to carry off from him. His Diſeourſe 
was neither Impertinent, nor Empty, nor 
3 Imprudent. | : * 
He was known to uſe a Plainneſs clear of all ö 
7 | Suſpicion, and * Tendency eithar [ 
wi | 8 1 4 
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to miſlead or to enſnare ; and this under ſuch 
a Conduct, as neither to provoke others, nor 
expole himſelf. This gain'd him many Times 
Acceptance with others to the my of good 
and valuable Purpoſes, 

His Principles had nothing in them which 
might lead him to be hard or impoſing upon 
any, nor wanted what might engage him to 


be Juſt, Candid, and Gentle towards all; 


and by theſe he govern'd both his Words and 
Attions. 

His kind, compaſſionate, and generous 
Temper, ſtrongly enclin'd him to the high- 
eſt Beneficence: To this he ſet bounds, that 
it might not treſpaſs upon Juſtice to his Fami- 
ly, or others, on the one Hand; yet gave it 
all the Scope he might, by Self denial and 
good Management on the other. 

He was for putting the beſt Confiruttion 
upon the Words and Actions of others, but 
would examine his own by the ſtricteſt Rules. 
If any injur'd him, he was for overcoming their 
Evil with Good: If any ſhew'd him Kindneſs, 
how frankly would he own it ! how earneſt- 
ly would hs endeayour and beg of God to re- 
quite it 
Show him a hook Deſien, he was ready to 
apply all his Skill, Activity, and Intereſt, to 


promote it ; ad if he ſaw an ill one batch. 


ing, he would be no leſs earneſt and diligent 
to quaſh it. Nor was he ſo much concern d 
to put in for the Praiſe, as to ſecure and ad- 
vance the Peace and Ha; ineſs, of Men. 
He had a Mind — * er and receptive of 


deep Impreſſions from the Word and Works 


of God. Hence we ſaw him ſometime trem- 
bling at the fear ful Judgwents denounced a- 
20 | _ gainſt 


Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming. 
gainſt ſinful Nations, and at the Providence 
which ſeem'd to be bringing them upon us 


and Europe. 

He was earneſtly bent, throꝰ the Grace of 
God, upon ſaving both himſelf and thoſe who 
heard him, if it might be, from Temporal as 
well as from Eternal Miſery : ; and therefore 
vehemently concern'd to ſtir up himſelf, and all 
he could, to humble and reform themſelves, 

and cry mightily to God, who of his infinite 
later was intreated to avert impending Rum. 


In ſhort, he had that Spirit and Temper, 
which with his other Qualifications, and pru- 
dent Deportment, made him an Honour to 


his Calling as a Miniſter, and to his Profeſſi- 


on as a Chriſtian; being much a Gentleman 
a Loyal, uſeful Subject, and eminently good 
in all Relations. He had an high Compla- 
cency in good Men, and Compaſſion for the 


bad, with an exemplary Benevolence and 


Charity towards all. 
Together with all his other Exocllevidies he 
had, in a very conſpicuous Degree, that moſt 


elegant and decent Ornament of Humility, 


How love ly it is toſee a Man of ſo much Learn- 
ing and good Senſe Meek when oppos d; Yield- 
ing where he might inſiſt; as willing to hear as 
to be heard ; giving the Odjections and Argu- 
ments of others their due weight, as if they 
were his own; in Honour pre ferring others to 
himſelf; and 1 in all Things ſubmiſſive to the 
Willof God! Whilſt ſuch Humility might ren- 


der the Knowledge of his rare Endowments 


leſs extenſive, yet as Light not ſuffer'd to 
diffuſe it ſelf, they ſhone the brighter tho” in 
a narrower Sphere. 
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1 Funeral Sermon on the 
He now is Set, and dead to us; but he is 
bleſſed. The Voice which St. John heard from 
Heaven, bids us write him ſo, and the Spirit 


ſays yea, conſenting to it. 


He dy'd inthe Lord, plainly in the Service 
of his Lord, as too many do in that of their 
Luſts. How are we like to die che Servants 
of our Redeemer, if we live not to him, but 
are ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures? 

' Hereſts from his Labours, in Praying, in Read- 
ing, in Hearing, in Meditating, in Preaching, in 


Striving againſt Sin, and preſſing to Perfecti- 


on. If we go not through ſuch Labours as 
theſe, in this World, how can we reſt from 
them in the other? Loving, Praiſing, and O- 
beying, are now as eaſie to him as Breathing 
ever was; and more pleaſant than eating or 
drinking. If our Minds run away from theſe 
Things continually here, how unlikely is it 
we ſhould find Reſt in them for ever? 

His Works follow him, even thoſe which 
God made his Duty, and he his Choice and 
Buſineſs, . (Others are:call'd in Scripture the 
Works of the Devil, tho' Men do them, and 
muſt amſwer for them.) His follow him, as 
the Report of Men's Management in one 
Country.often follows them when they remove 
into another. His Works follow him, and 
through the Merit of his Redeemer command 
Honours, aud obtain Rewards for him, that 
are inconeeivably Glorious and Everlaſting, 
How diſmal will be our Lot, if inſtead of 


good Works we thould have the Negletts of 


them to follow us? What need have we to 
pray, with the Pious and Learned Archbiſhop 
„Lord forgive us our Sins of Omiffion ; 

and with our Saviour's Reſolution, to ſet our 
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| ſelves to fulfill all Righteouſneſs, as far as may 
be, by his Help; that we may never hear the 
| dreadful Sentence, we have often read, Mat. 
XXV. 41 ; &c. paſt upon us for our Neglects: 


But on t 


Call of our Saviour's, Mat. XXV. 34, Cc. 


Our Elijahs have follow'd their Lord 
© Ours up to Heaven: We muſt not now ſtand 
| gazing after them, but go about the Work 
| that lyes upon our Hands, crying after the 
| Lord their God, and depending on him. 
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BOOKS ritten by the late Re- 
verend Mr. Robert Fleming. 


Þ 


H E Mirrour of Divine Love unvail'd, 
in a Poetical Paraphraſe on the High 
and Myſte:ious Song of Solomon, 


II. The Rod and the Sword the preſent Dilem- 
ma of the N ations of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, conſider'd, argu'd, and improv'd i in 
a Diſcourſe from Ex eliel, Chap. 21+ 23» 


III. The Mourners Memorial. In a Sermon 
on 2 of the truly Pious Mrs. Sa ſanna 
Wife. of Bartholomew Soame, ol 
up lo; ho deceaſed Feb. 14. 1691. 
une cd of her Eife and Death. 


of 


IV. The Divine Government of Mat ions 

onſider'd and improv'd in a Diſcourſe to 
the Societies for Reformation of Manners in 
London and Middleſex, preached on Monday 
May 15. Dedicated to King William. 


V. Diſcourſes on ſeveral Subjects. The 
Firſt containing, A New Account of the Riſe 
and Fall of the Papacy. The Second upon God's 
Dwelling with Men, The Third Concerning 
the Minifterial Office, The Fourth, Being « 
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Reverend My. Robert Fleming. 
brief Account of Religion, as it centers in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Printed 1701. 


VI. The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who die in the 


Lord. A practical Diſcourſe occaſion'd 
the Death of King William, wherein a Cha- 
rater of him is given. To which is added, 
A Poetical Eſſay on his Memory. 
112 

VII. Chriſtology. A Diſcourſe concerning 
Chriſt, Conſidered, I. In Himſelf. II. In 
His Government. And, III. In Relation to 
His Subjects, and their Duty to Him. In 
Six Books. Being a New Eſſay towards a far- 
ther Revival and Re- Introduction of Primitive 
Scriptural- Divinity, by way of Specimen. 3 Vols. 


VIII. A Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of 


Mrs. Elizabeth Stewart, preach'd September 17. 
| Printed at the Deſire, and for the Uſe of her 


Friends, 


IX. Seculum Davidicum Redivivum : Or the 
Divine Right of the Revolution, Evine d and 
apply'd in a Diſcourſe occafion'd by the late 
Glorious Victory at Ramilies, and the other 
Succeſſes of the Arms of her Majeſty, and her 


Allies, in the Spaniſh Netherlands, under the 
| Command of his Grace the Duke of Marl bo- 


rough, and by the other Succeſſes in Spain, 
under the Condutt of the Earls of Peterborough 
and Galloway, the Sum whereof was delivered 
in a Sermon on the General Thankſgiving 
Day. June 27. 1706. 


X. A Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of 


Mrs. Lilias Coutts, late Wife of Mr. Thomas 


Coutts, 
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W Coutts, Merchant, who died March 4. preach. Þ 


a XI. A Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of 
the late Reverend Mr. Abraham Hume, 
| preached Feb. . | 


XII. The Hiſtory of Hereditary Rigir, 
n its Indefeaſibleneſs, and all other 
| ſuch late Doctrines, concerning the Abſolute 
Power of Princes, and the Unlimited Obedi. 

| ence of Subjects, are fully and finally Deter- i 
min'd by the Scripture Standard of Divin: 


Fight. T | | 4 ; 


XIII. A Perſuaſiue to Moderate all Affect. 


ons to Worldly Objects: Delivered in a Fune- 
ral Sermon on the Deceaſe of Mrs. a i 
i Frater, late Wife of Mr. Hugh Frazer, Mer. 
. | chant, who Died March 18. 17:5. preached 
|| t Stoke- Newington, April 1. | 
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